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* HAVE WB NOT ALL ONZE FATHER..,.HATH NOT ONE GOD CREATED US.. 


--MALACHI. 
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Avsurn, SatTurpDay, 


CONFERENCE. 

The Delegates appointed tomeet at Auburn on the | 
third Wednesday and Thursday, of October, to take 

inti consideration the subject of forming a Convention 
for the State of New-York, convened and organized 

the Conference by clicsing Br. J. S. Flagler, Moderator, 
=a L. 8. Everett, Clerk. 

The Conference then united in thanksgiving and 
prayer for Divine assistance, with Br. If. Sampson. 

On calling for the credentials of Delegates but seven 
appedred, who took their seats ds members of the Con- 
ference. 

After indulging in free conversation on the subject 
“ their a pointment, a Committee of three, composed 
of Bis. HS Sampeon, L. S. Everett, and George Stan- 
dard, was appointed, to consider the subject, and re- 
port to the Conference. 

After di recess, the. inembers of the conference were 
called to order, te hear the report of the committee, 

ich follows. 





REPORT. 


Your Committee, haying taken into deliberate con- 

tion the circumstances of our order in this state, 
., it8 present pros ,and the means for promoting the 
advanéemént of truth within our borders, have been 
leil to the conclusion, that no worse evil could occur 
to the cause of free inquiry and evangelical truth than 
the adoption of those plans or measures which tend to 
give artificial pre-eminence to one class of men over 
another. 

Your Committee ere aware of the fact that there 
may bea want of proper and becoming regulations 
amongst the order oF; universalists in this state ; 3 yet so 
far as they are acquainted with the circumstances of 
Sovieties and Assocrmtions, there is, and ever has been 
a degree of harmony and good feeling existing among 
ag asa people, which hes no parallel in those bodies 
where arbitrary rules and regulations have been adopt- 
ed; and this harmony and Christian fellowship have 
prevailed in exact proportion to the degree of liberty 


erjoyed.” 
Believing as abéve expressed, your Committee re- 
aa leave to submit for consideration and 


option by this Conference, the following resolutions : 

1. ved, That this Conference disapproves of 
the “ New-York State Convention” in its present form, 
or atty other Convention to be composed of Ministers 


2, Resolved, That a Convention of any kind is not 
called for by the present circnmstantes of the order of 
Universalists in this State. 

The foregoing report and resolutions were adopted 
ananimously. 

There being no other business before the Conference, 
it was voted that the proceedings be published in the 
Gospel Advocate ; and the Conierence adjourned sine 


die. 7 
J. 8. FLAGLER, Moderator. 
L. S. EVERETT, Clerk. 
REMARKS. 


Owing to the badness of the roads and other cir- 
cumstances, there were but about one half of the dele- 





getes appointed by the different Associations. present. 





Ocroser 27, 1827 [Vou. V 
The delegates from the Black River and Central Asse- 
ciations, (Brs. P. Morse and D. Skinner,) did not ar- 
rive until after the Conference had adjourned. Being 
dezirous to obtain all the information possible, Wednes- 
day was devoted to a candid discussion of the subject 
of a Convention, during which much harmony of feel- 
ing and friendship was exhibited, and many weighty 
considerations candidly. discussed. 

There appeared to be but one opinion on the subject 
of a Convention to be composed “ exclusively of minis- 
ters.” There could not be found among the brethren 
assembled, one in favour of such a Cénvention. This 
argues well. It shows that there is yet a redeeming 
spirit among Universalists, which will defend the rights 
of man, and discountenance whatever savours of cleri- 
cal domination. We rejoice that our brethren now, 
with one voice, condemn that which threatened to di- 
vide and distract our hitherto united order. As soon as 
the subject had been deliberately discussed, the mea- 
sure was acted upon with that unanimity which ever 
has, and ever will preserve us from these evils which 
have befallen other denominations. 


It is nevertheless the opinion of many, that a Con- 
vention of some kind is necessary. This subject was 
not acted upon, as it was well known that ‘2” majority 
of the delegates present, were instructed by their 
constituents to vote against any Convention being 
formed at present. We expect to be able to present 
our readers with arguments for and against the mea- 
sure, as some of our most capable brethren have 
intimated their intention to make use ef our co- 
lumns for that purpose. Such a measure would be 
calculated to elicit many important facts relating to the 
subject, and we hope it will be adopted, 

We have thought proper to make these remarks for 
the information of our readers, and hope they will not 
be considered an infringement‘on the rights of any.— 
Our prayer to God the Lord, is, that harmony may be 
continued to us to the latest generations, and that no- 
thing hereafter shall occur to disturb the peace of 
Christians in all God’s holy Mountain. Ep, Apv. 


ORIGINAL COMMUNCATIONS. 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








MARES 
OW 1ST KINGS, XVIII, 21. 
BY VN. DOOLITTLE. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 334. 

But it is due to some of these false propli- 
ets, who we beliéve would be gladly undecei- 
ved if they thought themselves in an errour,— 
to state that some of them appear to be rather 
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inclined to place the character of their God 
in a more amiable hght. ‘They deny that he 
ever created any beings designing them for 
endless misery. But they admit that he knew 
what would be the final destiny of every crea- 
ture before he created them Hence, If the 
doctrine of endless misery be true, he must 
have known that that would eventually be the 
portion of some of his creatures when he 
brought them into existence. If so. could it 
be an act of goodness or mercy in creating 
them? Ifthey admit that the God whum they 
adore had a design in the works of his hands, 
and some finally sink down to interminable 
misery, it is self-evident tnat he must have 
designed them for that very purpose. 


Again: They maintain that this God once 
created an angel of light pure and holy, and 
placed him near his holy habitation; and in a 
mysterious manner which they can never ex- 
plain, sin originated in this place of holiness, 
and rendered impure this angel of light and 
he became a Devil, rebelled against their 
God, and he drove him out of heaven to a 
fiery furnace, which was previously prepared 
for his reception. Now, being full of spite 
and malice, in order to get revenge, he is 
going to and _ fro, over the face of the earth, 
endeavouring to ensnare as many of the chil- 
dren of men as possible, and drag them after 
him to his fiery pit; and it is calculated that 
he -will finally succeed very successfully in 
frustrating the will of hiscreator, and obtain, 
and hoid an eternal dominion over a far great- 
er portion of mankind, than God who created 
therm. Many more traits of the character of 
this imaginary | ’eity which is worshipped by 
thousands, might be brought forward, but suf- 
ficient I trust, have been noticed, to convince 
every candid and impartial inquirer, that, 
from the representation of his prophets, he is 
a cruel and partial being, wanting both power 
and wisdom, 


I shall now notice the obscurity of those 
doctrines which these teachers communicate 
for the instruction of their followers. They 
tell them that if any. are saved, they are 
plucked like brands from the burning by the 
Aimighty Power and outstretched arm of God. 
At the same time they admit that he is no 
respecter of persons: that all are equally en- 
titled to his favour; and when inquired of, 


why he will not save ald, then, since all are by | 


nature alike ; they will reply that they cannot | 
| to their country, had it not been for the la- 


tell, that it is a mystery, that it is one of the 
secret things that belong to the Lord their 
God. Again. they aseert likewise that if any 
are saved it is not of works but wholly of the 
grace of God ; yet if they don’t perform these 
works they will certainly be damned and that 
without remedy. ‘They also inform us that 
the Godhead in which they believe is compos- 
ed of three infinite and distinct persons; yet 


{ 


| existence here being 





these three infinite persons are but one, .and 
compose but one infinite God. - This, reader, 
appears just as reasonable, and you can com- 
prehend it as clearly, as though I was to tell 
you, that ‘one and one make but one.”—~ 
Every candid examiner will become convin- 
ced, on a moment’s reflection, of the unrea- 
sonableness of tliese doctrines, and will discard 
them at once as unworthy the reception of 
any man of common sense. Still, notwith- 
standing the palpable contradictions of such 
doctrines which stamp them with falsehood, 
yet if a person has independency of soul suffi- 
cient to dare lift a feeble voice against them, 
he is immediately branded with the tame of 
neretick or infidel and accused of advocating 
the devil's doctrine. 

Lastly. for the consolation of their brethren 
they tell them that when arrived at heaven, if 
there they shall find that some of their children 
are banished from thence, and consigned te 
endless burnings, they will then be so re- 
conciled to the will of their Maker, and see 
his Justice so illustriousiy vindicated im the 
ceaseless misery of these helpless victims, 
that they will be entirely resigned, and raise 
higher ascriptions of praise to their Creator, 
who, they will then be enabled to say “ hath 
done all things well.”” We might go on and 
produce many more specimens of these doc- 
trines so repugnant to the principles of huma- 
nity, which these deceivers have proclaimed 
through our land, and sounded from ~hill*te 
dale to the sorrow of thousands who have 
received them without enquiring for a moment 
into their ridiculous absurdities; but let these 
suffice for the present. 

We now enquire, what has been the effect 
produced in the minds of those who have 
received these doctrines as sacred truths from 
the cabinet of heaven? Has it not caused 
many to look up to that being as to an unkind 
and hard master: whom they imagined was 
their heavenly Father and patron in the hea- 
vens? Has it not caused the rose to fade from 
the cheek of youth? Has it not destroyed 
and laid low many in the bloom of life and * 
sent them as despairing mourners to an un- 
timely tomb—once the hope of fond parents 
and the joy and delight of all around them, 
as the fragrant plants of summer are laid 
low by the cold and chilling frosts of win- 
ter. Were it necessary, | might here bring 
forward a catalogue of names who might have 
proved as ornaments to society, and a blessing 


mentable effects produced by these horrid 
and bewildering doctrines, which caused them, 


| in despair, to put an end to their lives; their 


rendered wretched, 
** yoyless and forlorn.”” These are but a few 
of the sad effects of these unmereifal and cruel 
dogmas which have been published to the 
world, and which are calculated to freeze up 
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the tender sensibilities of our nature—to ren- 
der. man gloomy, unsocial, unfriendly, and 
“hard of heart to man.” The writer of this 
communication has hai his mind once clouded 
by their darkning gloom. The time has been 
when I would have given all the treasures of 
earth, ifim my possession, could I have been 
convinced, that death would have been my last 
end—that the grave would swallow me up 
forever ; for I anticipated that nought awaited 
me beyond the tomb but an endless state of 
excruciating torture. But I can now rejoice 
and ascribe praise to the God of heaven, who 
has delivered me from the jaws of the devour- 
ing adversary, and I feel, while in this earthly 
tabernacle, to warn others to beware of these 
deceivers and their false doctrines, that they 
may escape the whirlpool of their destruction. 

I now charge you, my brethren, in the faith 
ef Abraham, as though it was the last time I 
shall ever address you, to shun these false 
teachers, for their doctrines are blind and de- 
lusive, and if received into your minds, will 
sooner or later cause your tears to flow, and 
harrow your souls up with trouble. 

Many of them represent the path of vice, as 
a pleasant way—as a way strewed with roses, 
and adorned with fragrant and ever blooming 
flowers. But the path of virtue—the way of 
holiness wherein the pilgrims of Zion travel, 
they tell you is a way of sorrow and afiliction, 
beset with briers and thorns and ‘rugged as 
the mountain brow,” whcrein no pleasant 
prospect is seen to cheer the lonely traveller 
this side the grave. How different is this de- 
scription of these two ways from that given in 
the record from heaven. If the path of virtue 
be such a rough and cheerless way, what in- 
duceiment can there be to leave the path of 
Vice? © But that portion of doctrine which | 
would more particularly caution you to avoid 
at this time, is, that which teaches the never- 
ending torment of a far greater portion of 
mankind in a future world, where they will 
forever curse the day of their existence in 
unavailing and bitter cries. This unmerciful 
doctrine is revolting to every principle of our 
nature, and its falsehood need only be known 
to be rejected by every benevolent mind. It 
is calculated to make the hearts of the right- 
eous sad: because it is contrary to the prayer 
of eyery Christian, and contrary to the desires 
cf all good men. 

The Christian, whose heart. glows with love 
divine, and who prays agreeably to that spirit 
which is an emanation from heaven, sends 
forth an ardent desire for the happiness of 
mankind to the ends of the earth. 
to embrace all in the arms of benevolence.— 
Therefore, my brethren, as you value your 

esent and future welfare, and feel interested 
in the happiness of others, neglect not to warn 








and which is in opposition to the will of hea- 
ven. ~*Entreat, persuade and rebuke them, 
with all long suffering, gentleness, meekness 
and love.” 

Fivally—beware of these false teachers i— 
for with artful and designing intrigue, with 
that subt ety wherewith the Serpent beguiled 
Eve, they will endeavour to ‘ead your souls 
astray. Ifyou sre connected in life and dis- 
believe their doctrines, they will sometimes 
watch an opportunity, when you are absent, to 
enter your dwelling, and endeavour, by smooth 
speeches, and enticing words. to win over to 
their creed, the companion of your bosom, by 
telling her that you are in a gross errour; that 
you have embraced a damnable heresy, &c. 
Therefore, | charge yon to ** watch and be 
sober.” Be instant im season and out of sea- 
son. ‘Take to yourselves the whole armour of 
the gospel, that you may be able to resist the 
temptation of the adversary and to stand hav- 
ing on the breastplate of righteousness and 
foan helmet the hope of salvation. Then 
you will finally gain a glorious victory, and be 
able to come off more than conquerors through 
Him who, as a manifestation of Jehovah’s 
Love, died to redeem you, and who will final- 
ly raise you to the enjoyment of that immortal 
inheritance beyond the grave, which is incor- 


| raptible, undefiled, and that which fadeth not 
| away. 





He feels | 


} 


,—_| 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
EXAMINATION 

Of a Sermon preached in Chenango, N. Y. 
by Josiah Keyes, of the Methodist connexion, 
in vindication of the doctrine of the eternity 
of future punishment, by J. B. SHannon. 

[Continued from page 330.] 

In the first place then, let it be observed, 
that the vision which Isaiah is here relating, 
is concerning Judah and Jerusalem. See Ist 
chapter, 2nd verse—* Hear, O heavens, and 
give ear, O earth, for the Lord hath spoken. 
I have nourished and brought up children, 
and they have rebelled against me. The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s 
crib, but Israel doth not know, my people doth 
not consider.” That the prophet is not speak- 
ing exclusively of the Israelites, is manifest 
from what follows in verse 4th—‘“A sinful 
nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evil doers, children that are corrupted, they 
have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked 
the holy one of Israel to anger, they are gone 
away backward” 3d and 9th verses, ‘* Wo 
unto their soul! for they ‘have tewarded evil 
unto themselves.” [f the prophet had at that 
moment inguired of the Lord, what he should 
declare to the wicked, the answer would have 
been, ‘Cry wo to the wicked, it shall be ill 


them against this cruel doctrine, which can | with them for the reward of their hands shall 
never satisfy the longings of an immortal soul, | be given them.” ‘ But why shail I cry wo,— 
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is this wo to take place?” The answer of God 
would be: ‘As for my people, children are 
their oppressors, and women rule over them. 
O, my people, they which lead thee, cause 
thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.” 
See verses 3d, 4th, Sth, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th. 
‘I'he 8th verse in particular refers to the tem- 
oral punishment of Jerusalem. It is said 
) eee 28 is ruined, and the reason is given— 
‘* Because their tongue and doings are against 
the Lord,” &c. Every circumstance spoken 
of in the context proves indubitably that the 
wo in the text refers to the national punish- 
ment of the Jews. God says, concerning them, 
« I will give children to be their princes and 
babes shall ruje over them ;” chapter iti, 4th. 
This refers to an injudicious government ; for 
children and babes will do better upon their 
mother’s lap or in the chimney corner, than at 
the helm of government. gain; verse Sth, 
**And the people shall be oppressed, every 
one by his neighbour.” ** For at that time, a 
man should take hold on his brother of the 
house of his father, saying, Thou hast cloth. 
ing, be thou our ruler and let this ruin be ua 
der thy hand ;” verse 6th. But because oi 
the straightness of the times, the brother re 
fases to take on him the responsibility that 
necessarily devolves upon a ruler. His reasons 
for thus retusing to govern, are as follows :— 
‘* For my house is neither bread nor clothing : 
make me not a ruler of the people, for Jeru- 
salem is ruined ;”’ verse 6th. I think that no 
one will deny that the above quotations refer 
to the temporal destruction of the Jews. Mo. 
ses foretold and forewarned the Jews of this 
same destruction. Deut. xxviii, 22nd, &c.— 
** The Lord shall smite thee with a consump- 
tion and witha fever; and withan inflamma 
tion, and with an extreme burning, aad with 
mildew ; and they shall pursue thee until thou 
perish.” Here 1 would ask my opponent, if 
the consumption, inflammation, &c. means 
endless misery? Again; verses 23d, 24th,— 
* And the heavens that are over their heads 
shall be brass, and the earth that is under 
their feet shall be iron. The Lord shall make 
the rain of thy land powder and dust; from 
heaven shall it come down upon thee, until 
thou be destroyed.” Verse 25th—* The Lord 
shall cause thee to be smitten before thine 
enemies: thou shalt go out one Way against 
them, and fiee seven ways before them; and 
shall be removed into all the kingdoms of the 
earth.” See this whole chapter in connec- 
tion with the two following in this book ; also, 
Levit. xxvi. all of which, declare the same 
truth, viz. that the punishment of the 
Jews was to be temporal. Now, if it be taken 
for granted, that Moses understood the future 
state of man perfectly as well as Mr. Keyes, 
and knew that some of the Jews to whom he 
poke, would go to an endless hell; why did 
we Net act as wise qs Mr. Keyes hes done, by | 


adding the words future, endless, &c. ‘That 
Moses is speaking of the punishment of the 
same people, there can be no reasonable doubt, 
when we compare the two predictions togeth- 
er. See Isaiah, iii. 17th--“ Therefore the 
Lord shall smite with a scab the crown of the 
head of the daughter of Zion. Deut. xxviii. 
27th, ** The Lord will smite thee with the 
botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and 
with the scab, and with the itch, whereof thou 
canst not be healed.” 

It would seem, according to Mr. Keyes’ 2nd 
description of hell-fire and brimstone, that it 
would be almost impossible for one to be there 
Jong and not be cured of the itch. Again: 
see Isaiah, chap. i. 19th verse, ‘If ye be will- 
ing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the 
land ; but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be 
devoured by the sword, for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it.” In Deut. xxviii. we 
find a specimen of the curses which were to 
fall upon Israel in case of rebellion. Soe verses 
luth and 19th inclusive: ‘* Cursed shalt thon 
be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the 
field. Cursed shall be thy basket and thy 
store. Cursed shall be the fiuit of thy body 
and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy 
kine aud the flocks of thy sheep. Cursed shalt 
thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt 
thou be when thou goest out.” Here is no 
lesa than six curses pronounced against Israel. 
Now, friend Keyes, I wish you to point out 
to me the curse or any other declaration of 
Jehovah, expressive of the doctrine of your 
proposition, that the punishment of the wicked 
will be endless, and you will merit the most 
devout thanks of one who never has been able 
to obtain such evidence. No one will suppose 
that the curses in the field, city, basket, flocks, 
kine and in going out and coming in, mean 
endless misery. If we turn again to Isaiah, 
3d chapter 17th to 26th, after reading the 
declaration—** thy men shall fall by the sword, 
and thy mighty men in the war, and thy gates 
shall lament and mourn, and she shall sit on 
the ground ;” it would seem impossible for 
any candid person not to confess that all the 
punishment spoken of, is national and tempo- 
ral punishment on the Jews. 

Having thus considered the context, and 
called in the aid of other testimony to help 
me toa right understanding of the subject, 
and having found nothing worse threatened 
the Jews than the above named curses, | take 
it for granted that [ have torn up Mr. Keyes’ 
foundation, and therefore his building, which 
he reared of hay, wood and stubble, will ne- 





cessarily fall. JI am certain that the doctrine 
of endlegs wo is not atruth. If it is, why is 
it not found plainly asserted in the bible? and 
since Mr. Keyes has agreed that no man is 
required to believe as an article ef his faith, 
what is not to be found therein, I hope to be 
excused for an unbelief of endless wo, as the 
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bible contains nosuch declaration. 1 might 
here by express testimony, prove the salvation 
of all men from sin, but I leave this for a 
future number, asI probably shall have occa- 
sion to notice the fact before I close my exam- 
ination of the sermon. 

(0 BE CONTINUED.) 





ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 


44 EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FatTA.” 








EXTRACT FROM THE UTICA MAGAZTI E. 


Gospel Advocate, relative to the proceedings of the 
Convention at its session last May. and make it appear 
that the Editor of that paper, though heclaims the char- 
aeter of a prophet, is no better entitled to it thau S. is. He 
says; Ist. “ The Convention has already dictated in 
matters of conscrence to those who have acknowledged its 
authority.” Asa proof and example of this, he says, 
« The Convention has not only issued its public in- 
structions in the form of resolutions &e. but it has ac- 
tually through its commitee appointed for such pur- 
poses, at least in one instance, sent forth an admonitory 
letter, censuring a brother in the ministry for holding 
and propagating certain sentiments therein mentioned, 
sappoted by the Convention to be erroneous, relating 
4o the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's Supper.” 
Now, Mr. Editor, I donot wish to accuse the Edjtor 
of the Advocate of wilful and designed falsehood; (for 
he says in that very article that he was notin possession 
of the Zeéler of admonition alluded to (but this much 
Ido say, that (his charge against the Convention a ab- 
solutely untrue and unfounded. TheConrentien passed 
no resolutions relatigg (9, nor addressed to any brother 
inthe ministry with an admonitory letter on, the subject 
of Baptitm and the Lord's Supper. There was not 
ove word said, either in the resulution or letter, on the 
subject of those ordinances. The resojution was pas- 
sed, and the brother admonished solely on the ground 
of his decided opppsition to, and his speaking in private 
aud preaching in public against, the organization of 
churches and societies, and the disciplining of their 
members—that he was decidedly opposed to any or- 
ganization either of churches or societies so that they 
could either digcipline their members, or Withdraw 
fellowship from them, whatever might be their char- 
acters or conduct—that he was pulling down and en- 
deavouring to destroy what all the rest of our preach- 
ers were endeavoring to build up and establish, viz : 

order in society—and in addition to this, treated 
at that time im the presence of the council, an aged 
brother in the ministry with abuse, 

These were the grounds on which the Convention 
acted. Of this, 1 am possessed of ABsOLUTE K.OWL- 
EnGE: for! wasin the council at the time of these 
transactions. And facts, it must be confessed by all, 
‘are stubborn things.’ I regret, however, the neces- 
sity of stating these things at this time; more particu. 
Yarly on the account of the ‘brother alluded to,, inas- 
much as he hag since made ample satisfaction to the 
brother treated with abuse ut that time, and I cannot 
but believe he begins to see, and will ultimately be 
fully convinced of the impropriety of the ground he 
then took relative to societies and churches. My sole 
motive in mentioning these circumstances is to unde- 
give the publick, who have been long enough hood- 
winked and blinded by these misrepresentations by the 
enemies of the Convention. 

Again, the Editor of the Advocate is mistaken rela- 
five to the Convention’s “ issuing its ie instruction’s 
tn the form of resolutions,” &c. For the resolution 
and admonition above alluded to, were not publick, nor 
intended as seach, but private ones, mtended partica- 


3 | | above was taken; 
*} shall now notice theextract, copied by S. from the 


larly for the benefit of the individual concerned, ané 
never would have been mentioned in publick, but for 
the great hue and cry of the enemies of the Conventior. 
But be this now as publick as any one chooses. I care 
not how publick it is. And the Convention will never 
be ashamed of having done their duty, as they evidently 
did in the case above alludedto, As there has been 
so much said against the Convention by a few disaffec- 
ted individuals, and so (iti/e in reality knownof 1t, it is 
high time I think to have vacts stated that our breth- 
ren may all be in possesion of them, 

In a future No.l propose, with your leave, Mr. Ed- 
itor, to consider the other statements contained in the 
aiticle from the Gospel Advocate from which the 
end doubt [ shall make it ap- 
peer that the editor of that paper isasmuch mistaken 
in his other statements, as he has been shewn to be in 
those already noticed, Xx. 

As we can avouch for the truth of al! the statemen 
made by our correspondent in the above communicas 
tion, we think it due to justice and the cause of truth 
that our respected brother EJitor of the Telescope and 
Miscellany, should give ita place iz his colums; which 
we have no doubt he wil! cheerfully do. 

As S. intimates that he shali ine future number 
furnish further remarks on the article from the Advo- 
cate, we would suggest to him the propriety of waiting 
till the result ofthe approaching Conference at Auburn 
is known; (as it is hoped that there, al) differences and 
collisions of views and feelings on the subject of the 
Convention will be reconciled ordone awny, ond thet 
universal harmony may exist hereafter.) I/, however, 
he sheuld write again on the subject we hope he will 
use gentle and kind language to ail. as this is the most 
effectual method of convincing. We wish him nef 
however to sacrifice or conceal the trath to please any 
one.—Ed. Utica Mag. 


REPLY. 

That ever-to-be deprecatcd god-mother of the Utica 
Magazine, the ** Universalist Convention of the State 
of New-York”—as IT 18 CALLED, is doomed once 
more (and we pray God it may never be agein neces- 
saty to disturb the hateful monster) to pass under the 
notice of our readers. We had laid aside our pen, 
with a full purpose of heart never again to trouble 
our kind patrons with the mention of the name of a 
thing so obnoxious to the order of Universalists gene- 
rally throughout the country, when the Utica Mege- 
zine, (which was got up to keep the convention alive,) 
containing the foregoing extract, came to hand. We 
had just parted with Mr. Skinner of the Magazine, 
who was here to attend the “Conference,” (which 
observed with becoming decency the funeral obsequie 
of the Convention,)—we had just bid him “God 
apeed,”—not knowing what awaited us in'the womb 
of time, when to our surprize and astonishmeut, we 
learned, that while the Editor of the Magazine wa 
at Auburn, declaring without hesitation or reserve, 
that the Convention in its present form could not 
exist, the press at Utica was teeming with censure 
directed against our humble self, for condemning mea- 
sures, now universally acknowledged to be bad! O, 
we exclaimed, what a blessed thing it isto be an edi- 
tor of a paper “ published every other Saturday, un- 
der the patronage of rhe Universalist Convention of 
the State of New York.” For, reader, when a man 





| warmth of ite. patronage, he can cay what be plesres 


is sold toa Convention, and living under the gedial 
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out of his editorial chair, and write what the Conyen- 
tion pieases to dictate, when in it! 

What strikesus as peculiarly singular is the fact, 
that the paper cu taining the foreguing extract was 
daied Octobe 13- 


leaving home to visit this place, and we received it by 





Frajay’s mail, six days alter it was published, and 
twenty-four hours after the Euttor had leit here to 
return to Utica! Quere--is the circumstauce oj with- 
holding the paper until aiter his return, an evidence 
of his feeling ashamed of its coutents? And is not 
shame an evidence that the ordinary emotions of mo- 
desity are feit by the man, while they are extinct in 
Editor? 

To the subject. 
name to live, we have opposed :t conscrentiously, and 
Alihougi there bnuve been severai 


Ever since the Convention had « 


with firmness. 
papers constantly published in this staie, the Gospel 
Advovate has been alone in oppo-ition to the Conven- 
tion in its present form. We have been 
with a loss of patronage in cousequence of the mea- 
sures we have adopted ; and we have been explicily 
told by more thun one of the friends of the Conven- 
tion, that we would be destroyed if we persisted. We 
have been ‘old by the friends of the Convention, that 
New Associations were about forming, which would 
“grind the existing ones to powder!” All this, and 
much more, which might be stated, has been said 
and done ;—but we have persisted in the course, wiiich 
was deliberately adopted, until we have witnessed a 
great change of sentiment in those who have heretu- 
fore advocated the Convention. Once, but a few 
@iscovered, and dared to point out, the defects of that 
plan ;--now, we know of none foolhardy enough to 
speak in its favour! Even Mr. Skinner, when acting 
for himeclf, is disposed to acknowledge the plan defec- 
tive, but the Editor of the Convention paper, forsooth, 
would strew the monster’s grave with a sprig of Cassia 
and the emblems of sorrow! 

We have adverted to the foregoing facts, to let our 
readers know, that the Convention is dead, dead, 
peaD! and that the above extract is to be viewed, 
rather as an atiempt to protegt the ashes of the defunct, 
than to keep in being au institution so justly abborred 
by the majority of Universalists in this state. Having 
noticed these circumstances, we shall now attend to the 


threatened 


extract. 
It 1s difficult to say whether pity or contempt pre. 
dominated in our mind on perusing the extract under 
consideration ; tor it abounds with such miserable at- 
tempts to evade the subject in debate, that we traly 
commiseraied the imbecility of the writer, and yet his 
effrontery seems to entitle his production to our un- 
qualified contempt. We shall notice the article of 
© N.” only with a view to vindicate our former state- 
ments, leaving it for athers who feel interested, to 
make what use they please of our remarks. dag 
Our statement, which “ N.” pronounces * absolutely 
unite and unfounded,” is the following : “ The Con- 
vention has already dictated in matters of conscience, 
te those who have acknowledged its authority.” This 
is “ the head and front of our offending !” We are ac- 


wo days previous to the editor s H 
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| cused by the charitable “* N.”.andthe no less charita- 
ble Editor of the Magazine, of having uttered un ab- 
solute and unfounded misrepresentation, in the above 
| statement! The letter of admonition, it is true, is 
not in our possession, hut remains in the hands of the 


' . 
| Editor of the Magazine ; nevertheles:, we are furnish- 


ed in their own acknowledgments with enough to clear 
our skirts from their “ avouched”’ aecusations. 

Let it be remembered, that we are eharged with 
having made an untrue, and false statement in saying 
that the Convention has already dictated in matters of 
conscience. ‘The verb fo dictate is defined in our com- 
mon dictionaries, “ fo deliver to another with autho- 
Now, that the Convention did deliver a letter to 
That 


rity.” 
a certain brother, is not, nor will it be denied. 











the letter was Celivered with authority is evident from 
the fact that the Commitiee, whose names were at- 
tached to it, did not act as individuals, but in their effi- 
If the 
Convention had no authority to act, then it was a non- 


cial capacity, as directed by the Committee. 


entity; if the Committee acted according to its in- 
structions, the admonitory letter was a dictatorial one, 
and “by authority.” Next. we are to ascertain wheth- 
er this genile, kind, ‘ admonitory letter,” had any 
reference to matters of conscience. That it had refer- 
ence to a matter of conscience is evident from the fact. 
that it admonished the subject of its censure, to abstain 
from preaching his sentiments on the subject of form- 
ing societies, &c. and they have not dared to accuse 
him of preaching what he did not conscientiously be- 
lieve. Take the statement of the Magazine as the 
truth, aud behold the consistency of this defender of 
the faith. ‘* He was decidedly opposed to any organi- 
zation either of churches or societies”—i. e. he was 
honestly opposed to forming churches and societies— 
conscientiously opposed to any such thing ! What next, 
the Convention wrete him a letter, and stated the 
grievances of an “aged brother,” and officially admop- 
ishod him to abandon such practices, to wit, tnat of 
“ speaking in private aud preaching in publick” what 
were his honest sentiments!! What now becomes of 
the “absolutely unfounded and untrue” statements of 
the “ editor of the Gospel Advocate ?” 

But, the knowing authour of the extract, and his 
**avoucher,” may attempt to evade the force of these 
facts, by insisting that the letter did not relate to the 
erdinances of the Lord’s Supper and Baptism. This 
was evidently their design; but we fearlessly atlirm, 
that the letter pip relate to those ordinances. It was 
read in open council, at the Central Association last 
Juney and was explained by those who knew the cir- 
cumstances, to refer to what had previously transpired 
between the “ aged brother” and the one to whom it 
was addressed. It is well known that the difference 
between those brethren, consisted of a complaint on 
the one hand that the ordinances and discipline were 
not attended to. an! the denial, on the other hand, 
Uiat such ordinances, and that kind of discipline advo- 
cated by the former, were necessary or proper. The 
“aged brother” complained of the disrespeetful man- 
ner in which he, and his opinions had been treated.— 
The letter, therefore, related, not only to the opinion 
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of -the brother addressé@4, on tie ‘sabject of forimng 
societies, but also to Uié administration of those ordin- 
ances!. Even the editor of the Magazine himself, in 


conversation with the editor of this paper, 


within ten | 


days, declared, that one ground 6f compisime o5athst | 
the person to whim the Jetcer was ad lressed, was, | 


that instead of baring a church for. ed, to whom he 
would administer the Lord’s Supper, he would invite 
eli without discrimination to partake. What sourcer 
of “absolute knowledze” the writers for the Magazine 
have acetss to, we know not, neither do we care. he 
letter will speak for itself-—let that be roduced, and 


wasli ‘their hans in the blood of the Saints!” Now; 
we thought at that time, «und still think, that the ex- 
pression was outrageovely incorrect and wicked! Fer, 
to the nra--eo! the citizens of Auburn be it said; they 
ate not disposed ‘to infringe upon the rights and privi- 
leges of any person in any way, mach less upon the 
relig:ous privileges of each other. We wonder, more 
than at any thing else, that the citizens of this place 
should suffer such expressions to be made with impu- 
nity. 

But the dhove is but one instance of a thousand, in 


| which similar sentiments are advanced. And we zgreat- 


when taken in connexion with the explanation given 
' claim for themselyes the honour of being persecuted ! 


by the complamant and the friends of the Convention, 
we shall abide the result. 
That the Convention has “issued its publick in- 


j 
H 
| 


ly marvel, that those who use such language, should 


How often has it been said that the Unversalists are 


| licentious, immoral, irreligious—that they are the off- 


structions in the form o! resolutions,” &c. isa fact | 


evinced in the history o: their proceedings. We would 
advise * N.”’ and his * avoucher” to look again, before 
he denies a fact so glaring ! 

The foregoing remarks are submitted to the publick 
with confidence in the discrimiantion and good sense 
of the community. It 1s with reluctance that we have 
uttered a word on the subject; but believing that the 
cause of truth requires it, we have written what we 
have written. It has been with emotions o: astonish- 
ment and regret, that we have witnessed the course 
pursued by the friends of the Convention. We respect 
them as brethren—we iove them as Chi istians;—but 
God forbid that on that account we should refrain 
from vindicating the truth of our own assertions or 
exposing the incorrectness of their accusations. If we 
are thought te write with too much warmth, let the 
reader bear in mind, that there are certain circumstan- 
ces under which forbearance becomes criminal. 

Ep. Gos. Apv. 


bcd 
“ PERSECUTION.” 





We have sometimes been surprized to hear the pop- | 
tillar religionists of the day raise the cry that they are | 


a persecuted people! Notwithstanding they bear rule 
over the minds, and (what is more surprizing) the 
purses of a majority of our citizens—and aithough they 
adopt and recommend a rigid policy in all things per- 
taining to their intercourse with other denominations ; 
yet they would fain have the publick believe, that 
they are persecuted and set at nought ! 

The members of a certain church within a hundred 
rods of this village, have recently been cautioned, by 
their teacher, to have no intercourse with the Univer- 
salists—who at the same time are frequently compared 
to “dogs”--and yet it is pretended that these same 
pious and charitable Christians are persecuted! We 
mean no offence; but it does appear to the writer of 
this article, that if our good friends who thus denounce 
us, would look into their own hearts and examine their 
own conduct, they would find within themselves a 
spirit of persecution of the blackest character. 

Not many months since, it was declared, by a cler- 
gyman in this village, that “ were it not for the civil 
law, and the outstretched arm of Almighty God, the 


scourings of society and all this ;—-and this too by those 
persons who are expecting to suffer martyrdom ! With- 
in a few weeks, preachers of our order have been pro- 
nounced by a certain clergyman in this place, the “ Fe- 
cruiting officers of the devil” and all this comes from 
a persecuted man, and is tolerated by a persecuted peo- 
ple! 

We notice these facts with the humble hope thet the 
good sense of this community will correct the evil, and 
learn the fact that persecution is one thing and the cry 
of persecution quite another. Let the popular reli- 
gionists set the example of charity and christian for- 
bearance, snd others, if they ere not “ dogs” indeed, 
will follow their example. 

RD 
CORRCO ron, 

We find in the Christian Telescope of the 13th inst. 
some remarks by a writer under the signature of 8. on 
an article which appeared in the Olive Branch, in 
which our remarks on the “ New-York State Conven- 
tion” are called in question, We feel ourself under ob- 
ligations to the editors of the above papers, to give all 
the information in our power on the subject in question. 
This we shall do without ambiguity. 

The editors of the Olive Branch seem to think that 
we were mistaken in saying that the Convention dicta- 

ted to a brother in matters of opinion, and say—* It is 
a mistake that ‘the Convention has already dictated 
in matters of conscience to those who have acknow- 
ledged its authority.’”’ Now, we feel bound to declaré 
that if is not @ mistake, budea fact susceptible of demon- 
stration, that the Convention, by its Committee of Dis- 
cipline has dictated in matlers of conscience. fe re- 





| ferred to a letter addressed to a young brother in the 


ministry, Who was admonished to abstain from decla- 
ring his opinion on the subject of forming Churches, 
&e. The charge of insubordination was_ preferred 
against him by a member of the Convention, whose 
name will be given if required; and it is well known 
that the subject of the complaint, convinced by this act; 
that freedom of opinion could not be enjoyed under the 
reign of the Convention, actually withdrew from it on 
that account. 
It remains to be known whether this censure was 


| dictatorial or not. Of this fact there cannot be a doubt, 


FE 


enlightened and polished citizens of Auburn would { 


when it is well known that he was plainly censured for 
what he had done, and admonished to abstain from 
holding and propagating his views of church govern- 
ment. We have not the letter in our possession, but 
a ag is in the hands of the Editor of the»Eti 
agazine, and we are desirous it should be 

that the facts may. speak fur themselves. Baitors 
of the Telescope and Olive Branch, may therefore rest 
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assured, that although our statement wes from recol- 
lection, yet that it was made advisedly: 

As to any use that may be made of our remarks, we 
have nothing to do or say; but that we chall ever feel 
a deep regret to have them employed w.the injury of 
any person onearth. Our statements had no 
allusions, but related to the New-York State Conven- 
tion, which has, we fear, been productive of no incon- 
— degree of disquiétude and unhappiness in our 
order. 


p____3,_ 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER. 


Phe following extract was kindly handed us for 
publication. It accords with, the views ofa large ma- 
jority of our brethren in this state; and we hope the 
authour will favonr the ptblick with a more full de- 
velopement of the subject. We are glad to find that 
our brethren generally have embraced the same 
views, Ep. 

_“! em extrémely sorry and mortified to find that 
the former plan fur a Convention, so long agitated, hus 
finally succeeded. It isan entering wedge to the de- 
traction of our orderin its purity, and, no doubt, has 
been carried by electioneering and unfair means-— 
“ The still small veice,” and the purity of the gospel, 
Would guarantee its success and prosperity ; and this 
Coavention is the first stép toa creed, that will, in 
the end, land us among bishops, and fetter us with 
priest-craft, an at iast destroy our religion. _J detest 
the plan, and intend, when I get leisure, to drive the 
quill againat di—to sound the alarm to the laymen, 
and convince honest priesie that the Roce Curis? 
Jmsvs, wants no extraneous props to keep it in its 

5 Yours in the faith, 
JOSEPH KINGSBURY. 

Shesheq@in, Pa. August, 1827.” 

HEMARES. 

The above is froma gentleman of the first respecte- 
bility and is worthy of being treasured up in the heart 
of every Universalist. We bid him a hearty welcome 
te our colamns ; and will endeavour to yield the little 
aid iri Gut power, to demolish a plan so abominable as 
that of the thin; mienamed—the “ Universulist Con- 
vention of the State of New-York.” 

a . 
NEWS OF THE WEEE. 

Steam boat Accident.—The steam boat, William 
Penn, met with an accident on Tuesday last, when on 
hér up, at Dunkirk, which will probably lay 
hér-u for the remainder of the season. On starting 
from the wharf, she carried away the cap of the plum- 
mier block that secures the outer end of the main 
shaft, broke her main shaft ahd the fly wheel flange, 
and otherwise materially damaged her machinery.--- 
She has since been taken to Erie for repairs. No in- 
jury was sustéined by the hands, and we have heard 
no blame charged to the commander or engineer, for 
the aceident.— Buffalo Journal. 

Surprising Feat.—One of the workmen employed 
in building a bridge over the Patterson Falls, in New- 
Jersey, lateiy threw himself from the surrounding 
roeks to the bottom of the falls, a distance of 75 to 
86 feet, without injury. On approaching the water, he 
drew up his feet a little, and as he struck the surface, 
extended them suddenly, and disappeared. He rose 
to the surface and swam ashore, efter remaining under 
three or four seconds. 











amar 

Twelve hundred and fifty houses are f&id to have 
been commenced this season, in Philadelphia, which 
will be finished during the season: The Rochester 
Telegraph states that there will be half that number 
put up in Rochester, this seasvn, 
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An attempt was recently made in the parish of &: 
Ambroise, near Quebec, by a Ring-tailed or Russian 
to carry off achild seven yearsold. The laf 

# sickle in his hand, with which he successfully 
Thimpelf, and killed the bird. The wings ex- 


pad ea a of six feet. This, is the first wel} 
in the aa of an eagle’s attacking children; 


The Boston Centinel states that $156,000 have bean 
subscribed towards the erection of a Hotel, worthy of 
the city. The location, it is said, will comprise the 
ey of Lt. Gov. Phillips, in Common (late Tremont) 
street. ‘ 

, 
A Lancasterian Scliool is about to be opened 


; at 
Trenton, N. ¥. of which Joseph Lancaster himself is 
to have the superintendence. 


 *Poetick Department. 
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From the Feleseope aad Miscellaxy. 


Why should th’ all-good, all wise Supreme 
Create one soul for endtess pain ? 

Why should He raise a part to heaven, 
And in despair let part remain ? 


Sure Ear?n is not man’s fine] home— 
This realm of strife and care and pain— 
There is another, higher home, 

Where he forever shall remain. 


“ Not made with hands,” there's no decay, 
Not built on earth, there’s no despair ; 
There is no cloud to dark the day ! 

There is no pain nor sorrow there ! 


Why was man made if but to weep, 
The prey of passion and of pride; 
Té pine in misery long and deep, 
Then sink in Time’s oblivion tide. 


Or, worse than all, when he was borne 
Woes that no human tongue could tell, 

And miourn’d while life was left to mourn— 
To sink to an eternal Hell ! 


It cannot be,—-Gon never made 

A being for eternal pain ; 

His image on Maw’s Porm He laid-- 
That Semblance will He mar agnuin ? 


Tis His own seal ; to man alone, 
This everlasting pledge was given ; 
And He will raise it to His throne, 
TS shiine eternally in heaven ! 
H- 
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